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Sick of the horrors of invasion, France wished to be free and
respected; in other words she was ready to welcome back the
Bourbons and the principle of legitimacy. Europe, still fearful
in victory, demanded guarantees that France would disarm
and stay within her old boundaries, so that peace did not
have to bear constant watching. This also indicated a desire
for the Bourbons.
And so, once the needs of France and Europe were recog-
nized, everything rendered the restoration of the Bourbons
easy, for a sincere reconciliation became possible.
Only the House of Bourbon could veil the stain of defeat
on their flag from a people who are proud of their glorious
military past.
Only the House of Bourbon could immediately get rid of
the foreign armies on French soil without endangering Europe.
Only the House of Bourbon could without shame restore
France to the happy proportions indicated by policy and by
geography. With the return of the Bourbons, France ceased
to be a monster and became a great power once more. Relieved
of the weight of her conquests, France's only hope of regaining
her high position in the social order lay with the Bourbons*
Only they could ward off the revenge which twenty years of
excesses had piled up against France.
Was it then sufficient to recall the brother of Louis XVI
and re-erect the throne of French kings in the form it had
preserved for centuries? Talleyrand did not think so. For
him the principles of legitimacy had their existence in the
sincere approval of human beings and were therefore never
crystallized by tradition or by documentary titles into the
fiction of unalterable perfection. Like all living things,
they never stopped changing. Heredity was still valid as
a qualification for government in France, because it was
recognized by a considerable portion of the people. But it
had lost a great deal of ground during the Revolution,
and it had to be strengthened by something else. Restoring
the monarchy was not an excuse for resurrecting the corpse
of the pre-Revolutionary sovereignty. Talleyrand's thoughts